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A MESSAGE FROM KQG PRESIDENT

Maureen McKeen
Happy New Year and Welcome 2021!
I feel like I'm stepping gingerly into 2021 with eyes wide open. I'm cautiously optimistic, hopeful and
holding steadfast to the belief that there is a light at the end of the tunnel (known as winter). Last
year I took my life for granted, expecting the usual roller coaster ride but not the spiralling out of
control ride we've collectively experienced clear across the globe. A year ago who would have
guessed that sewing machines, bicycles, outdoor gear, toilet paper and hand sanitizer would become
hot commodities? How should we approach 2021? One thing I can do is to build on the lessons I've
learned so far. One of these is to never take an opportunity to gather and/or participate with others
for granted, whether it's an invitation to take a walk with one other or attend a larger gathering such
as a KQG meeting.
In thinking about the loss of the freedom to gather, I wondered what the research could tell me.
That's when I learned about “collective effervescence,” a sociological concept first introduced by
Émile Durkheim in 1912. Durkheim suggested that at times when society comes together and
communicates the same thought and participates in the same action there is a collective
effervescence that excites individuals and serves to unite the group. It is during these moments of
coming together that a certain electricity is created and released. You probably have experienced
“collective effervescence” while attending weddings, celebrations or concerts, or been in a large
crowd such as at packed international quilt show or the crowd that cheered the Raptors after
winning the NBA Championship.
In Drake Bayer's 2017 article on the subject, he quotes psychologist Shira Gabriel who stated, “these
effervescent experiences fill the human need for belonging.” I know it might be a stretch to suggest
that monthly meetings of the KQG always fill that need. However, we are 170 members strong and I
think we often do a pretty good job of creating an effervescence that excites us, supports our
collective creativity and ensures a sense of belonging. It is my fervent hope that this year we all get
back to some KQG “collective effervescence”.
Respectfully
Maureen
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON GROUP Sherry Harnden
Welcome to 2021 everyone. Yeah, we made it! Trust everyone is looking forward to all things good this year. What are your
goals this year? Are there still UFO’s to finish, kits to tackle, stash to bust, or a new technique to master? Whatever your
goals – here’s to achieving it. Thank you to Maureen O’Neill for the quilted Christmas decorations. What a fun project! How
many did you make? Send a picture to Debbie Fisico of your accomplishments so that they may be displayed on the
Wednesday Afternoon Group page of the guild website. Thank you to those of you who have emailed to say how much they
are enjoying the monthly projects. Your comments are greatly appreciated and encourage us to keep striving to bring you
interesting projects. If there is a project that you would like to revisit, let us know. Watch your inbox in January for a new
project. Can’t tell you yet because it is a secret.
Happy quilting everyone.
Sherry and Maureen

Coffee Klatch via Zoom
Are you wishing you could get together with others from the Guild, have the chance to chat, get advice and
show your friends the things that you are working on? If you have an interest in getting together in small
groups of 8-12, I would be happy to set up a Zoom meeting of about an hour per group. If this is something
you would be interested in please email me debgraham99@yahoo.com with Zoom in the subject line. I will
need your name and your email address. Once I have a small group I will send the
information about a date and time.
I hope that everyone is safe and well.
Sincerely, Deb Graham
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NOMINATIONS

Volunteers Needed
NOMINATIONS
The vacant positions are:
Secretary
Nominations (Chair and Helper)
Newsletter Assistant (Duties are included in the Newsletter Editor Description of Duties)
Programs/Workshops (Chair and two – three Helpers)
For more information on what is required for these positions please visit Executive on our Web Page.
Please click on the position for a description of duties. In addition, assistance from current members of
these positions is available to acquaint you with the job. Please consider taking on one of these
positions. For further information, or to volunteer,
please contact ……….Maureen McKeen at 705-868-9644.
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NOT QUITE PROGRAM
STORING YOUR STASH

FIONA WHITE

Quilters talk proudly (and rightly so) of their stash. But where do you keep it all? How do you find what you want? Even if
your stash is small and your workspace is large, the following websites should provide you with some new ideas of how to
organize, store, and ultimately make better use of your stash.

1. Where do you store your stash? Cupboards, closets, drawers, baskets, bins, boxes, filing cabinets, hanging shoe organizers - quilters put their stash wherever they can. This link shows some great ideas on how to use these spaces to contain
our stash. I think my favourite new idea is using a bakery or cafeteria tray stand, especially for WIPs.

https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/how-to-quilt/organization/storage-solutions?slide=d1fb0d56-7599-4052-866bd11ca54448cd#d1fb0d56-7599-4052-866b-d11ca54448cd

2. How do you organize it? I saved my children’s crib for years, even after I realized that it wouldn’t meet current safety
standards. Finally we decided to throw it out, but I nostalgically kept one of the sides - and then realized that standing on
its side it made a perfect rack for hanging fabric so I could see it easily. And then I wished I had kept the whole thing. I was
glad to see the same idea shared on this link - they call it “upcycled crib storage”! Other creative ideas include magazine
racks, curtain rods, slacks hangers, and more.

https://www.thescrapshoppeblog.com/20-fabric-storage-ideas/

3. What do you do with small pieces of fabric? This link is great for those who use their stash for scrappy quilting, and
have endless small pieces of wonderful colour, that seem to reproduce and fill up all the space you have available. I love
her solution of making scrappy quilted boxes to store scraps for making quilts, though she has other great ideas as well.
http://crazymomquilts.blogspot.com/2015/02/scrap-storage.html
January is the month when stores and magazines feature storage solutions, helping us all keep our new year resolutions
to get organized and stay organized. I hope the sites I’ve listed here help you with that process. Though we haven’t even
touched on storing all the other stuff we need for quilting, or on setting up the work space to function comfortably. I’ll do
that next time. In the meantime - have a happy start to 2021!
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CHARITY

Did you know?
The most significant charitable donation Warren Buffett has ever made is his $37 billion pledge to the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation. This donation, originally pledged in 2006, will take effect upon his death,
as he has directed in his will. Individual contributions from Buffett represent some of the largest single
charity contributions in history.

MILK BAGS
The Guild is collecting milk bags for a group who is making sleeping mats for people in third world
countries. Marie Olver is continuing to collect milk bags during this time and can be contacted at
her number on the membership list to arrange drop off. Marie would appreciate it if the bags
could be flattened out when they are delivered. Thank you.
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CHARITY

QUILTS FOR CANCER Peterborough County
We are a volunteer organization and registered Canadian Charity whose mission is
to deliver quilts to cancer patients in our community. The quilts are intended to provide comfort and warmth to those undergoing cancer treatments and are provided at no
cost to either the recipient or the person requesting the quilt.
To order a quilt please contact us at cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com or by leaving a
message at 705.875.5596 Someone will contact you as soon as possible.
Please note: We are not meeting at this time because of Covid-19. We will notify you
via this newsletter when we will start up again. You can still request quilts and we do
deliveries with safety protocols in place. For further info please contact Mary Burchell
or Yvonne McMahon.
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CHARITY

HELPING HANDS
Helping Hands donated 215 quilts to the following charities in the past year: Moose Factory hospital and the north, YWCA
Crossroads, Cameron House, Palliative Care, Brock Mission, Y.E.S., Fairhaven nursing home, and autistic teens and adults
in the Kenora region. This leaves us with zero quilts in storage but not for long. Thank you ladies for your contributions,
generosity and quilting passion, it is all appreciated." 'quilt on and quilt strong'
Our hearts to yours,
Mags Salahub and Judy Semple

GREEN SHOP
Normally, donations of fabric and sewing notions can be donated to the Green Shop which is part
of ARRAY Services. However, the Green Shop is closed to the public and not accepting donations
at this time. Thank you.

SEW SEW
Although members of this group are not meeting as a group during this time they continue to
work individually on making hats and PICC line covers for patients undergoing cancer treatments.
They also make toques and mitts for underprivileged children in area schools. Your generosity in
continuing to donate soft stretch cotton (or any cotton), polar fleece and ¼” to ½” elastic is
appreciated. Please contact Janice Byers at 705-745-6241 to make donation arrangements.
Thank you.

“The journey of a Thousand miles
begins wiTh one sTep”
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This space is for you!
Send your “For Sale” Items to:
kqgnews@gmail.com

PLACEMAT DONATIONS
A big thank you ladies for your placemat contributions.
We were able to donate almost 100 placemats!
Theresia Lang

BLOCK OF THE MONTH
As part of our Program for 2020-2021 we are continuing with installments of the Block of the
Month project. Again, thank you to Sandi Hean, Block of the Month Co-Ordinator for the Trent
Evening Group who has agreed to share her personally designed 2020-2021 Block of the Month
project with our Guild as well.

Deb’s Quickie Peanut Butter & Banana Smoothie
I cup Unsweetened Original Almond Milk
I scoop Protein Powder
I tsp Ground Flax
2 Tablespoons of Peanut Butter
1 cup of frozen Banana
Toss in your blender in the order above and whip for 7 seconds
That’s it…………enjoy
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As a reminder,
"After discussions with the Church,
there will be no more
Kawartha
Quiltmakers'
Guild
meetings in 2020. As a result of a
"virtual" Executive
Committee
meeting, please be advised that a
decision was made to not charge
membership fees for September to,
and including, December. There are
no guarantees that we will be resuming in January but this will be
revisited later this year when we
receive more information from the
Church."

“TODAY IS A GOOD DAY TO HAVE A GOOD DAY”

HERE’S WISHING YOU ALL A SAFE AND
HEALTHY 2021
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