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In person meetings have been suspended due to Covid 19
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A MESSAGE FROM KQG PRESIDENT

Maureen McKeen
Aah February; the sun has been heading back for six weeks and as of February 1 st we'll have one hour one
minute and 11 seconds more daylight than we did on the Winter Solstice. I know winter is a challenge for
many and if there is any way you can get outside to take in nature, fresh air and sunshine it will nourish your
soul and inspire your creativity. Also, purposefully connecting with others by phone, cards, email, messaging,
or virtual chats can help maintain a sense of community at this time of year.
Last August I heard about “Art Apart – Connecting Generations Art Journal” through the University of Guelph
and I was able to take part. The goal of the project was to connect two populations “especially affected by
the pandemic: children (aged 8-12) from low-income or single-parent households and seniors”. All participants received blank journals and 20 art prompts related to COVID-19. A few examples of the prompts included; “Draw life before COVID, Draw joy, What is your quarantine anthem? Write and illustrate your favourite lyric from the song, Look up. Draw what you see, and Draw hope.” Over 20 days I filled my Art journal
with coloured “stick” drawings and mixed media (mini quilts/fabric, paint, glue, watercolour pencils, etc)
by answering one prompt a day. Then I sent my journal off and basically forgot about it. My journal was
scanned to be part of a digital mosaic and slide show available on the web and displayed on screens across
the University campus. My journal was then sent on to one of the children participating in the project. In
January I received an Art journal completed by a child who happens to be in a wheel chair. Through the 20
plus pages I caught a glimpse into this child's world including the fact that they don't really like snow as it
makes it difficult to get around in their wheel chair. What a special gift this child's journal is.
The reason I wanted to talk about “Art Apart” is that it challenged my creativity, was fun, made me think,
and gave me a wonderful opportunity to connect through art with another generation. You could do the
same thing with neighbourhood children, seniors in nursing homes, grand kids, nieces and nephews, a
group of friends or better yet, people you've never met. I promise it will lift your spirits and bring you joy.
Respectfully
Maureen
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FACEBOOK
We can just imagine all of the beautiful
quilts and other projects that you are all
finishing and working on and you can't
wait to show all of these lovely things to
your fellow guild members. Debbie Fisico
presented a question - how could we
share our work during this time?
As you may or may not know, our Guild
does have a Facebook Page and after consultation with Debra Graham, one of the
administrators of the page, it is felt that
this page would be a wonderful avenue
to share our work and to stay connected
with our quilting friends.
We do understand that not everyone wants to
have a Facebook page or join Facebook pages;
however, if you do our Facebook Page is a private page where only the Kawartha Quiltmakers' Guild members are invited to join. If you
are interested in sharing your work or topics of
interest to our group through Facebook please
join us at: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/927962140649057/
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
GROUP
Thank you to Shirley Challice for
taking us on a “Road Trip” last
month. What a fun project! These
days a Road Trip usually means a
trip for groceries or to the drug
store. Aren’t we all looking forward to a Road Trip that means
attending a Quilt Show, the adventure of a Shop Hop or going on
a bus trip. Oh yes, please ...Look
for another project coming in early February. As details are yet to
be finalized, you will have to wait
and see what is in store. Take
care. Stay well.

Sherry Harnden
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NOMINATIONS
The vacant positions are:
Secretary
Newsletter Assistant

Nominations (Chair and Helper)
Programs/Workshops (Chair and two – three Helpers)

For more information on what is required for these positions please visit Executive on our Web Page.
Please click on the position for a description of duties. In addition, assistance from current members of these
positions is available to acquaint you with the job. Please consider taking on one of these
positions. For further information, or to volunteer, please contact Maureen McKeen at 705-868-9644.
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QUILTS FOR CANCER Peterborough County
We are a volunteer organization and registered Canadian Charity whose mission is
to deliver quilts to cancer patients in our community. The quilts are intended to provide comfort and warmth to those undergoing cancer treatments and are provided at no
cost to either the recipient or the person requesting the quilt.
To order a quilt please contact us at cancerquiltsptbo@gmail.com or by leaving a
message at 705.875.5596 Someone will contact you as soon as possible.
Please note: We are not meeting at this time because of Covid-19. We will notify you
via this newsletter when we will start up again. You can still request quilts and we do
deliveries with safety protocols in place. For further info please contact Mary Burchell
or Yvonne McMahon.

HELPING HANDS
Helping Hands donated 215 quilts to the following charities in the past year: Moose Factory hospital
and the north, YWCA Crossroads, Cameron House, Palliative Care, Brock Mission, Y.E.S., Fairhaven
nursing home, and autistic teens and adults in the Kenora region. This leaves us with zero quilts in
storage but not for long. Thank you ladies for your contributions, generosity and quilting passion, it is
all appreciated." 'quilt on and quilt strong' Our hearts to yours, Mags Salahub and Judy Semple

GREEN SHOP
Normally, donations of fabric and sewing notions can be donated to the Green Shop which is part
of ARRAY Services. However, the Green Shop is closed to the public and not accepting donations
at this time. Thank you.

SEW SEW
Although members of this group are not meeting as a group during this time they continue to
work individually on making hats and PICC line covers for patients undergoing cancer treatments.
They also make toques and mitts for underprivileged children in area schools. Your generosity in
continuing to donate soft stretch cotton (or any cotton), polar fleece and ¼” to ½” elastic is
appreciated. Please contact Janice Byers at 705-745-6241 to make donation arrangements.
Thank you.

MILK BAGS
The Guild is collecting milk bags for a group who is making sleeping mats for people in third world
countries. Marie Olver is continuing to collect milk bags during this time and can be contacted at
her number on the membership list to arrange drop off. Marie would appreciate it if the bags
could be flattened out when they are delivered. Thank you.
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